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About the IHP Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker 
The Institute for Health Policy (IHP) conducts the SLOTS survey to track changes in health and social conditions, 
and public opinion in the country, on behalf of the Sri Lanka Health and Ageing Study (SLHAS) consortium of 
Sri Lankan academic and research institutions. IHP is solely responsible for commissioning and designing the 
survey, and it takes full responsibility for it. IHP is an independent, non-partisan research institution based in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. The SLOTS lead investigator is Dr Ravi Rannan-Eliya of IHP, who was trained in public 
opinion polling at Harvard University, and who has conducted many opinion surveys over three decades. 

SLOTS interviews representative samples of Sri Lankan adults every day by telephone to gather their current 
views and situation. All interviews include a core set of common questions, with additional rotating sets of other 
questions that examine issues of topical importance. Interviews are done daily by phone by IHP employees, 
with respondents recruited by a national field survey or by randomly dialling mobile phone numbers. SLOTS 
fieldwork since 2021 has been supported by a range of funders, who play no role in question design, data 
analysis, or reporting. SLOTS fieldwork since 2021 has been supported by a range of funders, who play no role 
in question design, data analysis, or reporting. Past funders have included the Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust, Asia 
Foundation, European Commission, UK National Institute for Health and Care Research, the Foundation Open 
Society Institute, and others. Current fieldwork is supported by funding from the Velux Stiftung foundation, New 
York University Abu Dhabi, and the IHP Public Interest Research Fund. The survey findings and IHP reporting 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of past and present funders. Interested parties can contact IHP 
for more detailed data and results. 

SLOTS respondents consist of a mix of respondents reached by random digit dialling of mobile numbers, and 
others coming from a national panel of respondents who have agreed to be re-interviewed, and who were 
previously recruited using random selection. As with any survey, bias can arise from the sampling design and 
non-response, which means that respondents are not representative of the underlying population. To adjust for 
this, unless otherwise noted, all reported estimates and analyses use data that have been weighted to ensure 
that they are representative of the national adult population. This weighting process uses propensity weighting 
and iterative proportional fitting (raking) to match the national population according to age, gender, ethnicity, 
religion, socioeconomic ranking, education, sector, and geographical location, and where appropriate by voting 
history. All survey results reflect the views of respondents only at the time the survey was fielded, as indicated 
in this report. 

The survey has an omnibus design, and the Institute welcomes sponsorship to continue the survey, to add 
new questions, or to undertake tailored analyses of the data. Potential sponsors should contact the Institute 
for further details. 

 
© Institute for Health Policy 2024 
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Large majorities of Sri Lankan voters want 
the government to prioritize spending 
increases on health and education  
As Sri Lankans head to the polls, large majorities of voters want the government to increase spending 
on health and education according to the latest findings from the Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey 
(SLOTS). 

Since September 2022, as the economic crisis forced the government to rethink budget priorities, 
SLOTS has regularly asked survey respondents to identify their top two priorities for increasing 
government spending and their top two priorities for cutting government spending.  

During 2024, the top priorities for Sri Lankans for increased government spending have consistently 
been health (78%) and education (64%). These were also the only areas where spending increases were 
supported by majorities of Sri Lankans, with support cutting across all demographics. Agriculture was 
the next highest priority for increased spending (33%) followed by food assistance (9%), housing (4%), 
and Samurdhi/Aswesuma (3%). 

Not surprisingly, SLOTS respondents have been more reluctant to identify priorities for cutting spending, 
and only one spending category obtained majority support for spending reductions, which was housing 
at 51%. When asked what they would prioritize for spending cuts if government lacks funds, the highest 
ranked items were housing (51%) and food assistance (44%), followed by Samurdhi/Aswesuma (22%), 
the police (14%), roads (13%), and the military (12%).  

Priorities to increase or decrease government spending (%), Jan.–Aug. 2024 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing or cutting government spending  

 
Institute for Health Policy Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey (SLOTS) 
Estimates based on 2,320 interviews conducted by SLOTS from Jan. 1, 2024–Aug. 31, 2024, with estimates adjusted for gender, 
age, ethnicity, education, sector, province, and socioeconomic status. Samurdhi refers to both Samurdhi and Aswesuma. “Don’t 
know” and “Refused” responses are excluded from the calculations. Complete responses were 2,320 for the question on 
increased spending, and 1,300 for that on spending cuts. 

 



3 

 

 

Support for increasing government spending on health and education was widespread and cut across 
all demographics. Both poor and better-off Sri Lankans rank health (71% vs. 79%) as their top priority 
for increased spending. The better-off were more likely to prioritize education (70% vs. 53%), but both 
the poor and the rich agreed on the need to increase spending in these two areas. There were few 
differences on this by age, but the youth (18–29 years) were more likely to prioritize education spending 
compared to older adults (60+). 

There were clear differences by income level in how Sri Lankans viewed food assistance and 
Samurdhi/Aswesuma. Increasing spending on food assistance was a higher priority for poor Sri 
Lankans (17%) than for the better-off (5%). Similarly, one-fourth of the poor (29%) prioritized it for 
reductions in spending while half of the better-off (49%) support reduced spending. There were similar 
preferences over Samurdhi/Aswesuma, with the poor much more likely to prioritize it for increases in 
spending and the better-off much more likely to prioritize it for spending cuts. 

There was no support for prioritizing the army or the police for spending increases, and one in eight 
Sri Lankans prioritize either for reducing spending. However, poor Sri Lankans were more likely to cite 
the army or police as a priority for cutting spending.  

Priorities to increase or reduce government spending by socioeconomic status (%), 
Jan.– Aug. 2024 
% who think ___ is one of the top two priorities for increasing or cutting government spending 

  
Institute for Health Policy Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey (SLOTS) 
Estimates based on 2,320 interviews conducted by SLOTS from Jan. 1, 2024–Aug. 31, 2024, with estimates adjusted for gender, age, 
ethnicity, education, sector, province, and socioeconomic status.  “Poor”, “Middle”, and “Rich” refer to the poorest one third, middle third, 
and richest third of the population in terms of overall affluence. Samurdhi refers to both Samurdhi and Aswesuma. “Don’t know” and 
“Refused” responses are excluded from the calculations. Complete responses were 2,320 for the question on increased spending, and 
1,300 for that on spending cuts. 



4 

 

 

Priorities to increase government spending by age group (%), Jan.–Aug. 2024 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing government spending 

 
Institute for Health Policy Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey (SLOTS) 
Estimates based on 2,320 interviews conducted by SLOTS from Jan. 1, 2024–Aug. 31, 2024, with estimates adjusted for gender, 
age, ethnicity, education, sector, province, and socioeconomic status. Samurdhi refers to both Samurdhi and Aswesuma. “Don’t 
know” and “Refused” responses are excluded from the calculations. 

 
There are notable differences in spending priorities among different ethnic groups. Sinhala adults are more likely 
than other ethnic groups to prioritize health (82%) and education (66%). Meanwhile, Estate/Indian Tamil and 
Muslim adults tend to prioritize food assistance (Estate 32%, Muslim 27%) and housing (Estate 22%, Muslim 
22%) than others. 
 

Priorities to increase government spending by ethnicity (%), Jan.–Aug. 2024 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing government spending 

 
Institute for Health Policy Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey (SLOTS) 
Estimates based on 2,320 interviews conducted by SLOTS from Jan. 1, 2024–Aug. 31, 2024, with estimates adjusted for gender, 
age, ethnicity, education, sector, province, and socioeconomic status. Samurdhi refers to both Samurdhi and Aswesuma. “Don’t 
know” and “Refused” responses are excluded from the calculations. 
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Although health and education have consistently remained the top two spending priorities, the 
percentage of people prioritizing increased spending on health has steadily increased from 58% in 
2023Q1, reaching 87% in 2024Q3. This may reflect the worsening impact of shortages of medicines and 
staffing in the government health sector, combined with the increasing difficulties most Sri Lankans face 
in paying for private health care as real incomes have fallen. Meanwhile, support for spending increases 
on agriculture has declined. 

Growing support for increasing health spending (%), 2023 Q1 –2024 Q3 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing government spending 

 
Institute for Health Policy Sri Lanka Opinion Tracker Survey (SLOTS) 
Estimates are based on 7,863 interviews conducted by SLOTS from Jan. 1, 2023–Aug. 31, 2024, with estimates adjusted for 
gender, age, ethnicity, education, sector, province, and socioeconomic status. “Don’t know” and “Refused” responses are 
excluded from the calculations. 

 
 
Methodology 
 
SLOTS combines data from a national sample of adults (ages 18 and over) reached by random digit dialling of 
mobile numbers, and others coming from a national panel of respondents who were previously recruited through 
random selection. All estimates are weighted to be representative of the national population, including 
characteristics such as age, gender, province, sector, socioeconomic status, ethnicity and education. 
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Appendix: Composition of samples 
 
Composition of samples for Jan.–Aug. 2024 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing/cutting government spending 

 
Note: Weighted columns refer to composition of sample after weighting. Non-responses due to refusals and ‘don’t knows’ are excluded. 
Non-responses were 3% for the question asking about spending increases, and 45% for the question asking about spending cuts. SES 
Tertiles refer to the poorest 33%, middle 33%, and richest 33% of the adult population as assessed using an index of assets and other 
characteristics, which is calibrated to the national population in each month. Rural sector includes respondents living in the estate sector. 
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Composition of samples, first quarter of 2023 to fourth quarter of 2023 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing government spending 

 

Note: Weighted columns refer to composition of sample after weighting. Non-responses due to refusals and ‘don’t knows’ are excluded. Non-
responses were 2%, 1%, 2% and 2% for the question asking about spending increases in 2023q1, 2023q2, 2023q3 and 2023q4 respectively. 
SES Tertiles refer to the poorest 33%, middle 33%, and richest 33% of the adult population as assessed using an index of assets and other 
characteristics, which is calibrated to the national population in each month. Rural sector includes respondents living in the estate sector. 
 

Composition of samples, first quarter of 2024 to third quarter of 2024 
% who think ____ is one of the top two priorities for increasing government spending 

 
Note: Weighted columns refer to composition of sample after weighting. Non-responses due to refusals and ‘don’t knows’ are excluded. Non-
responses were 2%, 3% and 3% for the question asking about spending increases in 2024q1, 2024q2 and 2024q3 respectively. SES Tertiles 
refer to the poorest 33%, middle 33%, and richest 33% of the adult population as assessed using an index of assets and other characteristics, 
which is calibrated to the national population in each month. Rural sector includes respondents living in the estate sector. 
 


