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IHP Election-Eve MRP Presidential Voting

Intent Estimates
IHP MRP Presidential Election Update 18 September 2024

IHP’s SLOTS MRP estimates using interviews conducted to 13 September indicate that Anura
Dissanayake would have won the Presidential Election on a count of second preference votes
if the Presidential Election had been held in early September. In the MRP estimates of the
views of all adults, Anura Dissayanake led with 48%, followed by Sajith Premadasa on 25%,
Ranil Wickremesinghe on 20%, and Namal Rajapaksa on 5%. These estimates were
associated with a margin of error of 3—-6% for the three leading candidates.

Presidential Election voting intention, Early-September 2024 (% all adults)
If there was a Presidential Election today, who would you vote for?
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Estimates based on 20,714 interviews conducted from 31 Aug. 2021-13 Sep. 2024, including 541 interviews conducted
during 1-13 Sep. 2024. Estimates are derived from a MRP statistical model and are associated with a margin of error
assessed as 3-6%. SLPP referred originally to “President Gotabaya Rajapaksa”, and then to “Gotabaya Rajapaksa or a
member of the SLPP”. Since August, respondents the SLPP choice has been replaced with “Namal Rajapaksa”.
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The latest IHP MRP modelling indicates that there was a strong surge in favour of Anura
Dissanayake since July, when he briefly trailed Sajith Premadasa in voter preferences.

These MRP estimates are based on a substantially revised MRP model (version 4.0) that is
still in beta testing. Data came from 20,714 interviews conducted from 31 August 2021 to 13
September 2024, including 541 interviews conducted in September 2024.

IHP Executive Director, Dr Ravi Rannan-Eliya, explained that IHP was forced to substantially
revise its earlier model, which it had used in previous months. IHP did this to tackle a
substantial rise since July 2024 of respondents over-reporting voting for Anura Dissanayake
in 2019. This apparent social desirability effect led the previous model to underestimate
support for Anura Dissanayake, as the model assumed that only 3% of the electorate cast
such a vote. At the same time, this social desirability effect may be associated with
respondents telling interviewers that they will vote for Anura Dissanayake when they do not
plan to. IHP cautions that these two effects work in opposite directions, and it is not technically
possible at the current time to know with certainty which effect is more important. Despite this,
IHP has revised its MRP model to assume that many respondents who report voting for Anura
Dissanayake in 2019 did not do so.

IHP SLOTS MRP Presidential Election voting intention tracker (% adults)
If there was a Presidential Election today, who would you vote for?
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With the revised model, IHP estimates that the general trends in voting preference during 2024
were similar to what IHP has previously reported, but that its previous estimates for Anura
Dissanayake’s support may have been underestimated by 3—4%.

Dr Rannan-Eliya commented that in almost all the MRP simulations that were done, Anura
Dissanayake had a sufficient lead on the first preference votes to achieve a win once second
preference choices were accounted for. He also noted that in 7% of the simulations, Ranil
Wickremesinghe came second overall.
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IHP’s SLOTS MRP methodology first estimates the relationship between a wide variety of
characteristics about respondents and their opinions — in this case, ‘If there was a Presidential
Election today, who would you vote for?’— in a multilevel statistical model that also smooths
month to month changes. It then uses a large data file calibrated to the national population to
predict voting intent in each month since Oct. 2021, based on what the multilevel model
indicates about their probability of voting for various parties (‘post-stratification’) at each point
in time. The multilevel model was estimated 100 times to reflect underlying uncertainties in
the model and to obtain margins of error.

IHP’s data collection covers all districts and communities, and it uses raking to ensure that the
estimation samples fairly represent the adult population with respect to age, gender, ethnicity,
religion, province and district, sector of residence, relative socioeconomic status, and
education.

IHP will release further details of its new estimates in due course. These estimates are
released early due to the public interest.

Previous reports available from ihp.lk

Institute for Health Policy, April 2023, “AK Dissanayake (48%) leads Sajith Premadasa
(37%) in Presidential Election voter preferences. IHP/SLOTS MRP Presidential Election
Voting Intention Update March 2023”.

Available at: https://www.ihp.lk/publications/docs/SLOTSReport202309.pdf

Institute for Health Policy, March 2024, “AK Dissanayake (53%) continues to lead Sajith
Premadasa (34%) in Presidential Election voting intent in February 2024. IHP/SLOTS MRP
Presidential Election Voting Intention Update February 2024”.

Available at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/ak-dissanayake-53-continues-lead-sajith-
premadasa-34-presidential-election-voting

Institute for Health Policy, April 2024, “Sajith Premadasa (41%) closes gap with AK
Dissanayake (44%) in Presidential Election voting intent in March 2024. IHP/SLOTS MRP
Presidential Election Voting Intention Update March 2024”.

Available at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/sajith-premadasa-41-closes-gap-ak-dissanayake-
44-presidential-election-voting-intent

Institute for Health Policy, May 2024, “Sajith Premadasa and AK Dissanayake tied with 39%
support in Presidential Election voting intent in April 2024. IHP/SLOTS MRP Presidential
Election Voting Intention Update April 2024”.

Available at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/sajith-premadasa-and-ak-dissanayake-tied-39-
support-presidential-election-voting

Institute for Health Policy, June 2024, “AK Dissanayake (39%) and Sajith Premadasa (38%)
continue to bolster support in Presidential Election voting intent in May 2024. IHP/SLOTS
MRP Presidential Election Voting Intention Update May 2024”.

Avalilable at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/ak-dissanayake-39-and-sajith-premadasa-38-
continue-bolster-support-presidential

Institute for Health Policy, July 2024, “Sajith Premadasa (43%) leads as Presidential Election
kicks off in June 2024, but within margin of error. IHP/SLOTS MRP Presidential Election
Voting Intention Update June 2024”.
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Available at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/sajith-premadasa-43-leads-presidential-election-
kicks-june-2024-within-margin-error

Institute for Health Policy, August 2024, “AK Dissanayake and Sajith Premadasa lead neck
and neck in July voting intent, but support for Pres. Ranil Wickremesinghe surges.
IHP/SLOTS MRP Presidential Election Voting Intention Update July 2024”.

Available at:https://ihp.lk/press-releases/ak-dissanayake-and-sajith-premadasa-lead-neck-
and-neck-july-voting-intent-support

About IHP

IHP is solely responsible for commissioning and designing the survey, and it takes full
responsibility for it. IHP is an independent, non-partisan research institution based in Colombo,
Sri Lanka. The SLOTS lead investigator is Dr Ravi Rannan-Eliya of IHP, who was trained in
public opinion polling at Harvard University, and who has conducted many opinion surveys
over three decades, both in and outside Sri Lanka.

Methodology

SLOTS combines interviews from a national sample of adults (ages 18 and over) reached by
random digit dialling of mobile numbers, and others coming from a national panel of
respondents who were previously recruited through random selection. IHP estimates voting
intent using an adaptation of Multilevel Regression and Post-Stratification (MRP), with multiple
imputation to account for uncertainties in its modelling, exploiting data from all SLOTS
interviews to estimate voting in a particular month.

Funding

SLOTS fieldwork since 2021 has been supported by a range of funders, who play no role in
question design, data analysis, or reporting. Past funders have included the Neelan
Tiruchelvam Trust, Asia Foundation, European Commission, UK National Institute for Health
and Care Research, the Foundation Open Society Institute, and others. Current fieldwork is
supported by funding from the Velux Stiftung foundation, New York University Abu Dhabi, and
the IHP Public Interest Research Fund. The survey findings and IHP reporting do not
necessarily reflect the views or positions of past and present funders. Interested parties can
contact IHP for more detailed data and results.
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